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Dear nave: 
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You recently asked me to let you know tbe rationale 

behind the requirement for~-----~data return 

from an EOI satellite syates. Here is a paper prepared 

by the Chairman of the UBIB Comlittee for Iugery Require­

ments and Exploitation which discue■e• this in detail. 

The paper is long but the subject is quite COllllplicated 

and, in view of the widespread intereut in this que■tion. 

I think it is important to cover all conaideratiou 

thoroughly. 

I hope you will take tillHl to read the P1per in full; 

however, the Heence of this requirement can be sulllllllM!lrized 

ae follows: 

Although an BOI system can satisfy the needs of 

routine suryeillance and technical intelligence very 

economically and -11, its new and unique contribution 

will be to proYide intelligence for strategic indications 

nnd warning for crisis situations. These have always been 

the highest national priority collection requireunts 

which, until recently, technology has been unable to 

support. Because of the perishability of the relevant 
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data, the intelligence collllll'Aunity believes tut tbe value 

of a ayatem for these functions beC01111.es very questionable 

if the syatea cannot support a cycle of collection, 

processing, analys and reporting wnicb has a total 

titM span of less than a day. I think this view is 

supported by experience during the 1962 CUban Xillsile 

Crisis, and consistent with our o,m desires for infora­

tion and the detU.nds we get froa the White Bouse during 

periods of stress. 

It is, of course, not possible to put a precise 

value on 

return from. the satellite, and•• is true of all our 

"requirements" the value finally 111elected should be 

influenced by system cost and feaaibility couiderations. 

However, in view of tne tine requirements of other parts 

of the c1cle and the importance of having as auch time 

as possible for the critical analys:LB process, there is 

considerable nlue to be accrued by pushing the system 

toward a very rapid data return capability,and there is a 

rapid decline in system value as data return time becomes 

longer than several hours. 

cc: Dr. Da\l'id 
Dr. Kd.ucae 
Dr. Foater 
Gen. Bennett 
Ada. Anderson 

Helu 
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